Study Day Permanent Representation of Belgium
to the European Union
28 October 2013
Château de Val Duchesse

1. Programme
9 – 9:30

Arrival of participants. Coffee will be available

9:30 – 11:00
Theme 1

Towards the United States of Europe or the United Nations of Europe? 
Background: discussion about a core Europe, Europe with different speeds, projected UK referendum, Dutch paper on subsidiarity, distribution of responsibilities and tasks between the national level and the EU level
Panel chaired by Ambassador Wouters with the participation of M. Karel Pinxten (European Court of Auditors) and Hon. Ambassador de Schoutheete.
11:00 – 11:15

Leg stretch
11:15 – 13:00
Theme 2

Federal – Regional, in Belgium as well as in Europe
· Factual information on the state of affairs of the negotiations on the cooperation agreement between the federal and regional levels of government in Belgium (by Director-general for European Affairs François Roux, Foreign Ministry Belgium)
· How do the European institutions deal with EU Member States that have a federal structure of government? – Dr. Elke Cloots, KU Leuven.
13:00 to 14:00
Sandwich lunch
14:00 – 14:45
Theme 3

Transposition of European directives into national law 
· Procedures, bottlenecks - A-M Snyers, Legal Council, Permanent Representation of Belgium

· Best practices – experience of the UK – Vina Shukla, Legal Affairs First Secretary, Permanent Representation of the UK
· Best practices – experience of Germany – Benjamin von Engelhardt, Second Secretary, Legal Adviser of the Permanent Representation of Germany

14:45 – 15:00
Leg stretch
15:00 – 16:30

Theme 4
Europe after the 2014 elections; impact on the legislative process
The rise of euroscepticism, make-up of the next European Parliament, legislative process in the EU after 2014  -  former EU Commissioner António Vitorino, President of Notre Europe - Jacques Delors Institute. 
2. Working languages
French, Dutch, English
3. Format

The chair introduces the subject, panel members give a presentation followed by a question and answer session with the public.

Chatham House rules: When a meeting, or part thereof, is held under the Chatham House Rule, participants are free to use the information received, but neither the identity nor the affiliation of the speaker(s), nor that of any other participant, may be revealed.
4. Practical information
When ?

Monday 28 October 2013

As of 9 AM, coffee will be available

The first session starts at 9:30

A sandwich lunch will be served at noon

End: around 16:30

Where ?

Château de Val Duchesse

Boulevard du Souverain - Vorstlaan 259

1160 Oudergem
[image: image4.wmf]
Who ?

All principal staff of the Permanent Mission are invited. If you cannot attend (e.g. because of meetings of a working group, coordination meeting, etc.) please advise guido.depoorter@diplobel.fed.be 

How to get there?

By public transportation

From the Rue de la Loi :

Take Metro Line 5 direction Hermann-Debroux to Stop Hermann-Debroux

Transfer to tram 94 direction Musée du Tram - Trammuseum

Get off at the second stop: Rond Point du Souverain, Oudergem.

Between 08.45 and 09.45

Entrance at the main gate Boulevard du Souverain – Vorstlaan 259 (5-minute walk from the tram stop) 

Important: If you arrive after 9 :45, please take the side entrance:

via Château St-Anne : 4 Avenue Val Duchesse, 1160 Oudergem (map hereunder)

By car

Between 08.45 and 09.45

Entrance at the main gate Boulevard du Souverain – Vorstlaan 259 

Important: If you arrive after 9 :45, please take the side entrance:

via Château St-Anne : 4 Avenue Val Duchesse, 1160 Oudergem (map hereunder)

Parking

Parking is available on the grounds of the Château. 

Please send the licence plate number of your car to M. Thierry MUKANDUTIYE - Thierry.Mukandutiye@diplobel.fed.be in order to secure a parking space.
Contact
In case of questions or problems, please contact:

Guido Depoorter - guido.depoorter@diplobel.fed.be – Mobile +32 470 84 09 85

Eric Lallemant – eric.lallemant@diplobel.fed.be – Mobile +32 476 84 04 33


[image: image2]
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