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Should the European Parliament appoint Juncker’s Commission?

The vote of the MEPs
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The current College of Commissioners led by Jean-Claude Juncker has been elected by the
European Parliament on the 22nd October 2014 (few months after the European elections).
More than 60% of MEPs supported the new Commission, although the positive votes mostly
came from the three centrist groups in the European Parliament: the European people’s
Party, the Liberals and the Social Democrats.

Instead, all the other groups in the European Parliament voted against the appointment of
the new College of Commissioners, apart from ECR, which was split among MEPs voting
in favour, the ones voting against and the several abstentions.

Interestingly, in this case French MEPs were out of tune with the rest of the assembly. 35
French MEPs opposed the election of the Commission, while only 34 supported it.

In fact, in addition to the opposition of all the members of the Left Front, the Greens and
the National Front (in this latter party, only Mireille D’Ornano and Aymeric Chauprade did
not vote), some members of the Republicans and the Socialist Party did not endorsed the
new composition of the College of Commissioners. In the Republicans, Rachida Dati was
the only one who voted against Juncker, whereas in the Socialist Party the defections were
more numerous: Guillaume Balas, Isabelle Thomas, Edouard Martin and Emmanuel Maurel
opposed the election of the new Commission.
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